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FROM THE 


COMMANDERS 


AND 


OFFICERS 


of the FLEET of this COMMON. 
WEALTH, un to General Monck i: 


SCOTLAND 


HE deep ſenſe we have of the duty in- 

7 cumbent on us in this day of Frnglands 
fears,tryalsand temptations, puts us up- 

on this Application to your Honour unto 
whom not long fince moſt of us had a more 
immediate relatiun, and the experience we had 
then of your readineſs to receive and grant 
our juſt deſires, gives us encouragement to be- 
leive thispreſent tender will haye the like Re- 
ſentment. F 
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As private Members of this Common-wealth, 

we cannot but take notice of, and in fecret be- 
wail before the Lord, the inteſtine diviſions that 
are amongſt us at this day; and the dreadfyl 
conſequence likely to enſue thereupon, when 
_ pondered,do exceedingly afflict,and even 
break our hearts. | 

All the force, that the common Encmy, 

(whilſt in his ſtrength) were able to muſter up 
againſt thegood people of this Nation, citherat 
home or fro abroad,could nevyer raiſe ſuchclouds 
of fears, nor imprefle thoſe terrors on our hearts, 
as we now ly under ho the apprehenſion of that 
evill whichattends that diſtance, which is be- 
tween you, and the Army inEzgland , which 
beitg manifeſted to us by a declaration lately 
ſent trom Scotland, and publiſhed by your Com. 
mand and reſolutions therein expreſied, of your 
vindicaing the late Parliament in oppoſition to 
the general proceeding of the General Coun- 
cils of Officers here. We have taken the bold- 
neſle not only as private Chriſtians , but in our 
publick capacity as Othcers of the Fleer rg be- 
ſeech you (in the bowels of mercy and com- 
paſſion to this your native Country, and efpe- 
cially to all the Lords people therein, whoſe 
-» tereſt we remember hath formerly been 
precitiousto'you. )ſerionily to conſider. 

1. Whether theundertaking you are ingaged 
in, will not make the hearts of the righ- 
teous\n theſe Nations fad, whom the Lord 
hath not made ſad, and —— w 
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(3): 

hands of the wicked, that he ſhould not 
return from his wicked way 3 It being ob- 
vious to us where ever we come, that few 
or none take pleaſure in your proceedings 
but the Cavaleers, who make their boaſt of 
you, & place their cofidence in you, which 
as it is wkeſome to us to hear,lo we truſt, 
and ſhall pray, that the Lord will preſerve 
you from ſuch a defe@ion, as knowing 
that mever any proſpered that helped 
them. 

2. Whether this ſudden Reſolution againſt 
your Brethren of the Army on account of 
theirlate tranſaQtions, have not ſome pro- 
portion with what the Ifraclites intended 
:gainſt the Tribes of Kuber, Gad, and halt 
tribe of Manaſſeth, when t had built 
an Altar of Memorial on this ſide Jordan, 
and whether the ſame means, ( if u ſed by 
=” for information of matter of fact as 

y them ) might not through the Lords 
bleſfing have the ſame efte@, and thereby 
not only bloudſhed be prevented, but the 
work of Reformation carryed on» 

And truly though we ſhall not undertake to 
jultifte the Army ig.their late Action, as being 
very unable to judge of ſuch important affairs, 
(not having been of their Council,(yct we hope 
that in the integrity of their heart, and inno- 
cency of their hands, they have done this thing 
which we apprehend to be the ground of your 
diſlatisfationz And on this occaſion we crave 
leave 
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leave to remind you , that as you were ſatisfied 
with the former ditlolution of this very Parlia. 
ment 1n the year 1653. and were pleaſed tocon« 
tinue your command at Sea in that Juncture, 
(when as the undertaking of the late Lord 
General Cromwell was not ſoclear to others)and 
through the bleſſing of God obtained two lignal 
Victories againſt the Dutch, even ia that zter- 
regnnm,ſo weearneltly deſire you will hearken 
unto, and receive ſatisfation from,the Officers 
of the Army, in what they have to otter in this 
particular. 

3. We humbly offer to conſideration, whether 
in your own Obſervation, it be not appa» 
rent, that this Army have 1n their aftings 
hitherto Cordially defigned the advance- 
ment of Gods glory, and the promoting 
and incoragement of gudlineſs and vertue 
though in perſons of different judge. 
ments, and perſwalions, and whether the 
cauſe of God , and his people hath not 
hereby been preſerved, and maintained a: 
gain(t all oppoſition. 

4. Whether by ſuch an undertaking(if proſe- 
cuted,) the Cummon Enemy in Scotland 
will not ſoon recover ſtrength, and be. 
come as obnoxious to England, as in for- 
mer times , though of late through your 
ſingular prudence induſtry and care they 
have been kept under. 

And whether the eſpouſing of an intereſt (di- 

ſtinct from your bre thren of theArmy in England 
as 


(5). 
as is reported ) contrary to thoſe righteous prin*® 
ciples, that have hicherto been contended tor, 
will not (inſtead of purchaſing our deſired Li: 
berties)render the good people of theſe Nations 
toa condition of perfect thraldome, & bondage. 

Theltate ofAttaires being ſuch in our weak ap- 
rehenſions we hive: taken this freedom to un- 
ſom our hearts to your Honour, and ſhall 
earneſtly pray they may take ſome place with 
= in order to the begetting of a good Under- 
anding, and agreement between your ſelf, and 
your brethren here, that »oth you and they, as 
alſo our ſelves in our ſeveral ſtations by Land 
and Sea, may with one heart, and conſent be 
found doing the Lords Work in this preſent Ge- 
neration, in oppoſition toall Corrupt intereſts 
whatſoever; In attending whereunto, a ble(- 
ſing may be expeted from the Lord ; In him we 
are 

Nov.qth. 165g. 

Your Honours humble 

Servants 
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Rich. Stayner. John Bourne. 
jw Slots. 


John Lambert, Robert Clark 
Tho. Bun, Tho.vparling. | Anth, Earning. 
Bartho. Ketcher | Rober; Story. 
Charles Wager. | Henry Pack, 
Rich. Newvery. | {11 Grove, 
Henry Fenn, |F lv, Witherid 12, 
Fran, A'l:n, Rich, Hi 13:4 
Nath Brow me, "Chriſto, M ng. 
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